
 

 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 
When Morning Gilds the Skies  
German, c. 1800; transl. Edward Caswall, 1858 
 
When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
When sleep her balm denies, my silent spirit cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!  
When evil thoughts molest, with this I shield my breast: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!  
 
Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
In heaven’s eternal bliss the loveliest strain is this, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
The powers of darkness fear when this sweet song they hear: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
Let earth’s wide circle round in joyful notes resound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let air and sea and sky, from depth to height reply: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Be this th'eternal song through all the ages on, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
 

  



 

 
 

 It is the week before Palm Sunday, the week before Holy Week. We have read the Lord's 
promises to Adam and Eve, Noah, and Abraham; we have seen His faithfulness to deliver the 
Israelites. This week, we read of His continued faithfulness and the promise of a new covenant, 
though again and again His people have turned away.  
 In Jeremiah, the Lord promises to write HIs law upon our hearts. We will know Him, and He 
will remember our sin no more. In the readings from the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks of His 
death -  "the Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life." 
In this second to last week of Lent, the week before Jesus enters Jerusalem, we are reminded 
again of our sin and of our need for a Savior.  

 
 
 
Monday 
 
Jeremiah 31: 31- 34 (ESV)  
 
 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant I made with their fathers on the day when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, declares the LORD.  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the LORD: I will put My law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts.  And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  And no longer shall each one teach his 
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, declares the LORD.  For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more.”  
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Tuesday 
 
John 3: 10- 21 (ESV) 
 
 Jesus answered [Nicodemus], “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand 
these things?  Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 
 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through Him.  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  For everyone who does wicked things 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.  But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 
God.” 
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Wednesday 
 
Most holy and merciful Father: 
We acknowledge and confess before You our sinful nature, prone to evil and slothful in good; and all 
our shortcomings and offenses.  You alone know how often we have sinned, in wandering from Your 
ways; in wasting Your gifts; in forgetting You love.  But You, O Lord, have mercy upon us, who are 
ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have displeased You.  Teach us to hate our errors; cleanse us 
from our secret faults; and forgive our sins; for the sake of Your dear Son.  And O most holy and loving 
Father, help us, we beseech You, to live in Your light and walk in Your ways; according to the 
commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

- The Book of Common Worship, 1946 
 

 
 
Thursday 
 
What Wondrous Love is This?  
author unknown  
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,   
what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,   
when I was sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,  
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul! 
 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
while millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Friday 

Psalm 22: 19- 31 (ESV)  
 
But You, O LORD, do not be far off!  

O You my help, come quickly to my aid! 
Deliver my soul from the sword,  
 my precious life from the power of the dog!  

Save me from the mouth of the lion!  
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!  
I will tell of Your name to my brothers;  

in the midst of the congregation I will praise You:  
You who fear the LORD, praise Him!  

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify Him,  
and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel!  

For He has not despised or abhorred  
the affliction of the afflicted,  

and He has not hidden His face from him,  
but has heard, when he cried to Him.  

From You comes my praise in the great congregation; 
 my vows I will perform before those who fear Him.  
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;  
 those who seek Him shall praise the LORD!  

May your hearts live forever!  
All the ends of the earth shall remember  

and turn to the LORD,  
and all the families of the nations  

shall worship before You. 
For kingship belongs to the LORD,  

and He rules over the nations.  
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

before Him shall bow down all who go down to the dust,  
even the one who could not keep himself alive.  

Posterity shall serve Him; 
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 

they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn,  
that He has done it.  

 
  



 

 
 

Saturday 
 
John 12: 1- 11 (ESV) 
 
 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus 
had raised from the dead.  So they gave a dinner for Him there.  Martha served, and Lazarus was one of 
those reclining with Him at table.  Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure 
nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair.  The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (he who was about to betray Him), 
said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?”  He said this, 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag 
he used to help himself to what was put into it.  Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for 
the day of My burial.  For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me.”  
 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account 
of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests made plans to 
put Lazarus to death as well, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and 
believing in Jesus.  
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